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Built on such foundations it is no wonder that the palace
presents such an appearance of solidity.

The size and form of the building are not apparent in look-
ing at it from the front, because the two-storied poitions
added by Ferdinand II, projecting as these do far on either
side of the centre block, hide the gieat wings which extend
backwards at right angles to the front on both sides of the
central courtyard. Owing to the unusual shape of the palace
there is no point from which the whole form of it can Iv
seen, so that from whichever side regarded it always looks
smaller than it really is; and it is only by walking all round
it, or traversing the interior, that its size can be appreciated.
The latter is also more particularly dwarfed in the view of
the front of the palace owing to the fact that when looking
at the building from that point the projecting cornet of the
upper storey, while preventing the side wall of the centre
block from being seen, also gives the impression that the
upper story is only one room in depth; whereas there are
moire than fifty rooms on that storey.

The interior arrangements of the palace remain at the
present day very little different from what they were in the
time of the Medici, notwithstanding that it has since been
occupied by two other dynasties. The ground floor contains
the Grand Ducal chapel, a labyrinth of large vaulted rooms
accommodating various offices connected with the palace,
and the three rooms (known collectively as the Treasure
Room ) 32 containing the gold plate and rare china for State
occasions and many other valuable heirlooms of the Medici.83
Beneath one of these halls on the ground floor is to be seen
the large swimming bath which was constructed by Ferdi-
nand II at the last enlargement of the palace.34 The Grand
Ducal chapel remains as it was in the time of the Medici
Grand Dukes; the high altar, a mass of the finest and most
costly kind of pietra dura work, was given to it by Cosimo III.
The grotto under the terrace at the back of the central court
(with marble Cupids swimming on the water of the fountain)